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Thabo Lecoko and Teddy Mhlambi Secrets and Lies Dialogue 26 March 2021. 

Willow Lake Protea Hotel, Bloemfontein Free state.   

SECRETS AND LIES 

Dialogue for Bisexual 

men, MSM & Gay Men 

Written by Nosana Sondiyazi 

Bisexual men, MSM (Men Who have Sex with Men) 

& Gay men were invited to tell secrets and share lies 

they have spoken in the past while living open or 

hidden as MSM & gay men.  

Participants shared secrets and lies which within the 

group were understood and echoed to often be 

shared experiences. Gay men shared how they have 

sometimes only dated straight men and shared how 

they manage their relationships with married men 

and men with children as hidden lovers amoungst 

many other examples. The sharing of secrets and 

lies became a support group for the participants.  

Recommendations of what they would like to see on 

TV when it comes to LGBTQIA+ content were 

discussed. They shared what they do not want to see 

as well, which included straight men playing gay 

roles and the same storylines in local series of queer 

people always kicked out of their homes because 

they are gay. They recommended happy stories with 

queer leads, and not just the gay friend playing the 

usual stereotypical gay roles. From the participants 

an encouragement to live outside of those 

stereotypes was called for.  

Advocacy officer Nosana Sondiyazi explained that it 

is the responsibility of gay men and LGBTQIA to 

speak up when their human rights are being violated 

so Tholwana e Molemo can address Human Rights 

Violations and sensitize institutions and places where 

LGBTQIA are not treated with dignity.  

Thabo Mahlatsi from PCA offered to support a 

Human Rights Training workshop for the participants 

and other members of the LGBTQIA+ community. He 

mentioned that the petition for LGBTQIA stories 

needs to be heard in parliament and it is the 

responsibility of the LGBTQIA to learn how to draft a 

policy and be aware what are the current policy 

regulations that SABC maintain, so LGBTQIA can 

challenge SABC when not broadcasting promised 

diversity. 

 

ISSUE 3.                               March 2021 

Sex Worker Nokwanda Gambushe - KZN 

Sisonke Coordinator. Supports PETITION 

- Policy regulation of 5% daily positive 

LGBTQIA specific content on national SA 

media. 

https://forms.gle/kzFwmy9uj7QYYfsW9  

LGBTQIA+ & MSM in the Free State are 
invited to report anonymously how they 

feel about services at police stations.  

LGBTQIA+ & MSM in the Free State are 
invited to report anonymously how they 
feel about services at health facilities.  

https://forms.gle/UTunuTzHsYqQDmxR7 
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Policy regulation of 
5% daily positive 
LGBTQIA specific 

content on national 
SA media. 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT 

ENDORSEMENTS FROM 
ORGANIZATIONS 
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Written by: Malwande Ndengane  

One random afternoon two months ago, 

in mid-February, I was walking from a 

nearby supermarket to my place past a 

sparse scattering of trees and shrubs 

where hobos normally lay in wait for 

passers-by to beg for the odd silver coin 

without fail on a daily basis. This day 

was no different, as walking past these 

trees a shirtless hobo emerged from 

nowhere and before he could open his 

mouth for the usual, and now irksome 

grovel, he paused and aggressively 

shouted, “Akebatle male yagago!... O 

gay wena!” (Meaning: “I don’t want your 

money...You’re gay!). There was a pang 

of irritation and disgust that ambushed 

me, but I continued walking – this was 

just a hobo after all. I’m assuming the 

hobo felt he wasn’t done making his 

point, so he followed me from a 

distance blurting out the same sentence 

with an eerie injection of venom more 

repulsive than the last. He did this til I 

vanished from his horizon. Being the 

ultra-sensitive Empath that I am, this 

incident struck the wrong chords with 

me, not least because a HOBO - that 

lowest man on the human totem pole - 

was doing it. The rabid irony of having a 

drifter with no guiding stars feel entitled 

to the sort of disdain he displayed 

towards someone he was about to ask 

for money was not lost on me. I am 

unsure of how hobos are socialised 

exactly, exemplifying pariah as they do, 

but it was interesting to me how this 

creature decided to place a sort of value 

hierarchy on his existence over my own 

– a human being with a roof over his 

head and food that he doesn’t have to 

grovel to strangers to acquire.  
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The incident to which I am referring, in 

concert with a sexual assault incident that 

I am still grappling with, brought me to a 

kind of awakening about the state of 

wellbeing of queer individuals in this 

country. Yes, South Africa is famed for its 

world-class progressive laws on the rights 

of people with gender non-conforming 

identities, but the reality on the ground (in 

the lived experiences of these individuals) 

does not seem to be on par with a country 

that proclaims to protect all of its citizens. 

This reality is one in which many young 

Black queer mxn and womxn are anxious 

about their safety in the communities in 

which they live - especially when these 

communities are townships. In South 

Africa there is a profound correlation 

between the violence meted out against 

queer individuals and townships. To 

understand this relationship one has to 

remember how and why the township 

settlement came to be in the first place. 

These were artificial geographical camps 

created for the purpose of policing 

movement of Black people as they 

commuted to and from the cities in which 

they worked during Apartheid. With a 

handful of exceptions, townships 

practically have the same character (built 

on barren land, have poor schools, poor 

access to water and sanitation services, 

poor infrastructure and riddled with social 

ills like unemployment and low levels of 

education).  

There is a kind of alienating (and therefore 

dangerous) mythos fostered about queer 

people in the collective consciousness of 

these spaces – and this is that they are 

hypersexual, sexually perverted and their 

“choice” of life is an abomination. I know 

this because I am a queer man who grew 

up in a township.  

Violence and The 

Queer Community 
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There exists a palatable sense of moral 

superiority (on the part of the homophobic 

actor) in the way in which anti-queer prejudice 

is exercised. Most, if not all, forms of anti-

queer bias draws on religious precepts and an 

invocation of some (suspicious) Africanism that 

much of the continent seems to cobble 

together as this era’s version of Pan-

Africanism. This can be seen in the number of 

countries that have laws that criminalise 

homosexuality (34 out of 54 countries). The 

suspicious nature of this rendition of Africanism 

is simply that, bar this seemingly unanimous 

consensus on some queerless precolonial 

Africa, the continent does not seem to be in 

unison about anything else pertinent to its 

collective growth. Hazard to guess it’s the only 

bark our leaders have (in a very transparent 

show of frail sovereignty) in the absence of 

actual political teeth on the world stage.  

Noxolo Nogwaza (24), Eudy Simelane, 

Motshidisi Pascalina (21), the Joburg 5: These 

are some of the young queer womxn and mxn 

who were raped and murdered in various 

townships (most of them in Johannesburg) 

since 2010 at the hands of young men who 

lived in their communities. For those 

perpetrators who were tried in court, it was 

clear in all the cases that the queer womxn 

were raped and then gruesomely murdered 

(some beyond recognition). And in all the 

cases, the queer womxn’s bodies were left out 

in the open in some alleyway and somehow no 

member of any of the communities bore 

witness to these – the idea here being to 

intimidate any other queer mxn or womxn who 

dares live out their queerness without shame. 

Also, the killings of these individuals are 

accompanied by a form of rape that the media 

provocatively still refers to as “corrective rape” 

– whereby the perpetrators seek to ‘rectify’ the 

‘abnormal’ queer female. The Joburg 5 were a 

group of five gay men who were found tied and 

strangled (and one bludgeoned) to death in 

April 2010.  

Worth noting about these hate crimes (for 

which our criminal justice system does not 

have a law) is that they were all committed by 

groups of young Black men who lived in these 

communities. And they were always pre-

meditated according to crime scene experts. 

Why? A large part of it involves some complex 

and learned articulation (containing words like: 

‘patriarchy’, ‘preserving the natural social 

order’, ‘masculine capital’ and ‘post-

colonial amnesia’) that I will dispense with 

because I do not have the arrogance to 

pretend that I am a sociologist.  

The more pedestrian explanation for sexual 

violence of queer people is this: Heterosexual 

men consider effeminate queer men to be 

traitors of masculinity, while they think of 

masculine-presenting queer womxn as 

threatening their place at the top of the gender 

hierarchy. Rape, for him, is merely a way to 

use the victim as the object of his righteous 

anger, anxiety and need to control the manner 

in which people gender themselves in ways 

that are beneficial to him – because, 

apparently, this is exactly what other people’s 

sexualities are about: the straight male gaze.  

The act of rape is also a way through which 

the object of the raping affirms (via their 

subordination) his gender superiority.  

Another interesting phenomenon, though 

hardly ever having occasion to appear in 

media headlines or feature in GBV dialogues 

(testament to the culture of discretion around 

(and silencing of) queer identities), is that of 

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) within the 

queer community. According to the 

American Centre for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), 44% of lesbians and 61%  

bisexual women experience rape, physical 

violence, or stalking by an intimate partner, 

compared to 35% of straight women. 26% of 

gay men and 37% of bisexual men 

experience rape, physical violence, or 

stalking by an intimate partner, compared to 

29% of straight men. 40% of gay men and 

47% of bisexual men have experienced 

sexual violence other than rape, compared 

to 21% of straight men. Given South Africa’s 

title as the ‘world’s rape capital’, I imagine it 

would be accurate to make the assumption 

that these figures would be higher in our 

context – but especially for Black people. 

Regarding the township as a sort of hotbed 

for all forms of violence against queer 

individuals, the question arises: Why? By 

and large this occurs in city townships like 

those found in Jo’burg, Durban and Cape 

Town – at least those frequently flagged by 

the media. As mentioned earlier, these 

places are riddled with misery and are a 

glaring signpost of a country that, according 

to the Word Bank in 2018, is now the world’s 

most unequal society. 60% of what is mostly 

the Black population lives in these spaces 

where access to basic services is a problem, 

schools and healthcare facilities are grossly 

underfunded (if at all functional). And they 

tend to be overpopulated, especially where 

there are slums.  

The best synopsis of this situation and how it 

relates to anti-queer violence can be found 

in the words of African-American writer Toni 

Morrison’s ruminations on why it is that 

violence seems to be the answer to some 

perceived threat or problem: “...The pack. 

How perfectly responsible, intelligent, even 

mature men behave in a pack/group. How 

easy it is to find reasons for one’s interior 

decay outside in someone else. How 

satisfying that is, if something is going wrong 

in your own little world and you don’t want to 

face up to that... it’s just easier, more secure, 

to find the fault outside.” The ‘world’ she 

would’ve been referring to in today’s terms 

(one not so far-flung, in trope, from the 

1950s America of Black-owned town social 

pathology she was describing) is that of 

young Black men who are threatened by a 

destabilising of a society (via subversions of 

masculinity by queer people) over which 

they believe themselves to command 

control.  The ‘outside’ refers to the othered 

queer mxn and womxn living precariously in 

these policed spaces.  
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A court found that it was unconstitutional for the country not to recognize the unions. But 
change would come only if Parliament passes legislation.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Supporters of same-sex marriage outside the court in Sapporo, Japan, on Wednesday. The court handed the plaintiffs 
a victory but denied them damages. Credit...Jiji Press, via Agence France-Presse — Getty Images  

 

A court found that it was unconstitutional for the country not to recognize the unions. But 
change would come only if Parliament passes legislation. 

Landmark Ruling Cracks Door Open for 
Same-Sex Marriage in Japan 
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March 17, 2021 

 

 

TOKYO — A Japanese court on Wednesday 17 March 
2021 ruled that the country’s failure to recognize 
same-sex marriages was unconstitutional, a land-
mark decision that could be an important step to-
ward legalizing the unions across the nation. 

The ruling, handed down by a district court in the 
northern city of Sapporo, came in a civil suit against 
the Japanese government by three same-sex couples. 
The lack of recognition of their unions, they said, 
had unfairly cut them off from services and benefits 
accorded to married couples, and they sought dam-
ages of around $9,000 per person. 

The couples argued that the government’s failure to 
recognize same-sex unions violated the constitution-
al guarantee of equality under the law and the prohi-
bition against discrimination regardless of sex. 

The court agreed, writing in its decision that laws or 
regulations that deprived gay couples of the legal 
benefits of marriage constituted “discriminatory 
treatment without a rational basis.” 

By Ben Dooley and Hisako Ueno  

https://www.nytimes.com/by/ben-dooley
https://www.nytimes.com/by/hisako-ueno
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Bookholane Sekhonyane and Tebogo Thabana Trans Bring a Friend 27 March 2021. 

Bodulo Lodge, Thaba Nchu Free state.   

Written by Noluthando Gwedashe 

27 March 2021, Bodulo Lodge, Thaba Nchu 

hosted 58 transgender community members 

from Mangaung Free State. Men and boys 

who were born female. Women and girls who 

were born male were appreciated with flowers 

from the LGBTQIA rainbow flag: 

RED - LIFE: 

Transgender people have the right to life, 

free from violation, free from fear of being 

killed. 

ORANGE - HEALING: 

Transgender people should strive for 

healing from the wounds inflicted by the 

stigma, hate and violations. 

YELLOW - SUNLIGHT: 

There is always a brighter side to life and 

tomorrow will bring light and new 

beginnings. 

GREEN - NATURE: 

Being transgender is natural not demonic. 

BLUE - SPIRIT: 

Being transgender means you are a spirit 

being just like any other human being. 

PURPLE - HARMONY: 

Transgender people deserve to live in 

peace and harmony.  

 

TRANS BRING A FRIEND  

Transgender Human Rights Appreciate a Stranger 

A panel of six transmen was interviewed 

by Bookhalane Sekhonyana regarding 

their identity as transmen and the chal-

lenges they face on a daily basis. Panel-

lists' mentioned amongst other things that 

they are still being treated as women by 

the general population even though they 

identify as men. The main challenge is the 

danger they often find themselves in with 

regard to being targeted for corrective rape 

and hate crime. The conclusion and advice 

amongst themselves was that much as 

there is a  fight and struggle with tran-

sphobia, transmen need to continue taking 

care of themselves by avoiding situations 

that may end up compromising their safe-

ty. 

A panel discussion of four transwomen 

was interviewed by Tebogo Thabana. The 

topic was Trans Beauty. The main ques-

tion was to define beauty the way they 

know it and one panellist defined beauty 

as always having the latest trends and 

make up. Another panellist explained that 

as long as you are content and comforta-

ble with how you look, then that is the 

meaning of beauty. Panellists reiterated 

that they are proud to be transwomen and 

that one cannot separate being a trans-

woman and beauty. 

Noluthando Gwedashe. Tholwana e Molemo professional nurse. 
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Responsible services for 
 TRANSGENDER INDIVIDUALS 

““NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT USNOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US”” 


