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SEX GENDER AND 

SEXUALITY 

Sensitization at Free 

State University 

Residences. 

Written by Nosana Sondiyazi 

UFS Gender and Sexual Equity office invited 

Tholwana e Molemo to sensitize a male and female 

residence at South Campus Bloemfontein. Toka and 

Legae residences. There are LGBTQIA+ students 

who prefer to hide their gender and sexual 

orientation living at both residences because they 

fear stigma and discrimination. With the multiple 

recent LGBTQIA+ murders in the country, UFS took 

a proactive step to sensitize students to advance a 

culture of acceptance of the LGBTQIA+ community, 

especially in the residence where they share 

common living space. 

The sensitization began with a survey to assess how 
much the students understand when it comes to the 
LGBTQIA+ community, with a special focus on 
transgender and MSM. For speedier results the 
students answered the survey with a show of hands.  

After the survey, the advocacy officer conducted a 
Sex, Gender, Sexual Orientation and Offensive 
Words exercise. Students put a word from the list in 
the allocation they thought it fit into. This was 
followed by the LGBTQIA+ presentation as well as 
the human rights violation talk. It was explained it 
was important to give details when it comes to 
reporting HRV, the students were also invited to 
report any HRV they may know as a third party. 
Present members of the LGBTQIA+ community were 
invited to access TEM services. While allies were 
encouraged to be supportive of diverse sexual 
orientation choices.  

The sensitization was followed by a talk and question 

and answer session with Tebogo Thabana a 

transwoman who shared her person journey. The 

students were attentive during her talk and 

responded with multiple questions. After the Q & A. 

The students once again answered the survey 

questions. This time the show of hands indicated that 

more students had a better understanding of 

LGBQTIA+ terminology and human rights. 

Identified participants left with HIVSS kits. One client 
made an appointment with social worker. 
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HISTORIC MOVE AS MISS 

SOUTH AFRICA PAGEANT 

OPENS TO TRANSGENDER 

ENTRANTS 

Reigning Miss South Africa Shudufhadzo Musida  

Since the Miss South Africa Organisation bought the license to the Miss South Africa 
pageant in 2019, Transgender women have been able to enter and compete for the 
country’s most sought-after beauty pageant prize. 
  
For the third successive year, Trans women are eligible to enter the 2021 Miss South 
Africa pageant. However, in order to be eligible to compete internationally, the contest-
ant must be in possession of a valid South African ID document reflecting their gender 
identity alignment. 
  
Says CEO of the Miss South Africa Organisation Stephanie Weil: “The world is finally 
opening up to the changing beauty standards and understanding that beauty is not a 
one size fits all. Weil believes that the Transgender issue has garnered so much inter-
est this year because of the surge of violence against Transgender people who are 
often are marginalised and stigmatised: “The Miss South Africa Organisation is 
committed to continue to put a spotlight on these issues and create an aware-
ness and conversations in hope of bringing about understanding and toler-
ance.” 
  
Earlier this year former Miss Universe Zozibini Tunzi took to social media to pay tribute 
to Miss Spain 2018 Angela Ponce, the first-ever Transgender woman to compete at 
Miss Universe also noting: “I just recently learnt that violence against Trans people has 
surged 266% from last year. They deserve to live a life as humane, happy and free as 
any other person. Stop with the violence! I’m gonna say this in case it has not been 
clear. Trans rights are human rights.” 
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