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INTERVIEW WITH 

COMMISSIONER MX 

BUSISIWE DEYI 

Tholwana e Molemo Advocacy Officer – Nosana 

Sondiyazi interviewed Commissioner from 

Commission for Gender Equality, Mx Busisiwe 

Deyi.  

Definition Mx  - A title used before a person’s 

surname or full name by those who wish to avoid 

specifying their gender or by those who prefer not 

to identify themselves as male or female. This 

prefix is for men, women gender non-conforming 

individuals, married or unmarried. Mx can be used 

instead of Mr, Mrs, Miss or Ms. 

Mx Deyi answered questions and gave advice to 

listeners interested in legal rights for LGBTQIA+ 

people, as well as share insights on how to access 

services from Commission of Gender Equality and 

the Equality Court, as well as Act 49 of 2003. 

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8xrCby6QRo&t=593s   

INTERVIEW WITH 

INTERSEX SPIRITUAL 

MAKHOSI PROFESSOR 

SPIRIT 

Makhosi Professor Spirt is an intersex person who 

shared his personal journey born intersex and how 

his sex, gender and sexual orientation has directed 

his path and choices in life. 

 

Link: https://fb.watch/7dXV1Adyhy/  

 

Editor-in-Chief: Mx Nosana Sondiyazi 
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                           Commissioner Mx Busisiwe Deyi                                                         Advocacy Officer Mx Nosana Sondiyazi 

                                                 Commission for Gender Equality Interview - Facebook Livestream 9 July 2021 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8xrCby6QRo&t=593s
https://fb.watch/7dXV1Adyhy/
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Simon Nkoli (1957-1998) 
 
 

One of South Africa’s most influential LGBTQ+ activists, Simon Nkoli fought not only the 

apartheid regime, but all sorts of stigmas, discrimination and prejudice against marginalised 

communities. At the young age of 18, Nkoli came out to his mother and was welcomed with 

the options of conversion — his mother took him to a priest and psychologists in hopes of 

changing his sexuality. While in prison in 1984 for treason alongside other anti-apartheid 

activists in the Delmas Trial, the organisation declined to support him, stating that the charg-

es were not “gay matters”. After his release, Nkoli established the Gay and Lesbian Organi-

sation of Witwatersrand  (GLOW) alongside fellow LGBTQ+ activist Beverly Ditsie. The organ-

isation went on to lead the first Gay and Lesbian Pride March in the country in 1990 with 100 

people in attendance.  

“I am black and I am gay. I cannot separate the two parts of me into secondary or primary 
struggles. In South Africa, I am oppressed because I am a black man and I am oppressed 
because I am a gay man. So, when I fight for my freedom I must fight against both oppres-
sions… ” Nkoli said in 1990 at the march.  

https://www.gala.co.za/resources/docs/Archival_collection_articles/GLOW.pdf
https://www.gala.co.za/resources/docs/Archival_collection_articles/GLOW.pdf
https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Lists/news/DispForm.aspx?ID=5289
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Marylize Biubwa (1991 - present) 

Marylize Biubwa is a queer activist from Nairobi, Kenya. The east African country still up-

holds laws that came into place during the colonial era that criminalise gay sex. When she 

came out to her family, Biubwa was kicked out of her home and told to only return once she 

was a “normal person”. 

Biubwa has been part of and moderated panels in Kenya about gay rights. She uses 

her social media platforms to dispel myths about women and their sexuality, and myths 

about people within the LGBTQ+ community and the lifestyles they lead through the agenda 

of acquiring and providing information. 

She currently runs the Face on Project, a research project for LGBTQ+ people in Kenya.  
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In response to Policy regulation of 5% daily positive LGBTQIA specific content on na-

tional SA media petition. In collaboration with Free State Wombman in Theatre, TEM 

joined a cinematography workshop conducted by Motheo Moeng with the Nala Film 

Development and Training Program. Participation was an exercise to be better 

equipped to film queer stories. 
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5 Countries in Africa That 
Have Legalized Same-
Sex Relationships in the 
Past 10 Years 
Nearly half of the countries worldwide where ho-
mosexuality is outlawed are in Africa. 

1. Angola  

Angola is the latest African country to decriminalize same-sex relation-
ships, after passing a new law that came into effect in February 2021. 
The new law overturned a ban on same-sex relationships that dates back 
to when the country was a Portuguese colony; and states that discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation can be punishable by imprisonment of 
up to two years. 
2. Botswana  

In a landmark moment for the country, Botswana's High 
Court decriminalized both male and female same-sex relationships in 
2019. It replaced a law that has been in place since 1965, when the coun-
try was under British rule, which outlaws “carnal knowledge of any per-
son against the order of nature” and was punishable by up to seven years 
in jail.  
3. Mozambique  

In 2015, Mozambique dropped from its penal code a colonial-era clause 
outlawing same-sex relationships as "vices against nature". According to 
the Globe and Mail, the UN's independent expert on sexual orientation 
and gender identity, Victor Madrigal-Borloz, visited Mozambique in late 
2018, and said it had a "high level of tolerance" — but warned that 
LGBTQ+ people still face discrimination and violence at home, work, 
school, and when accessing health services or police support.  
4. Lesotho  
Before the current Penal Code act, homosexuality was illegal for men, 
but in 2010 homosexuality was decriminalized in its entirety. Once the 
law came into effect, activism work with regards to HIV/AIDS was able 
to reach more people within the community in order to offer prevention 
strategies, as Lesotho is one of the countries hardest hit by HIV.   

5. Republic of Seychelles 

Seychelles decriminalized “same-sex acts” in May 2016, af-
ter lawmakers voted to amend section 151 of the country’s Penal Code 
Act that referred to sodomy as a felony and made it punishable with up 
to 14 years in prison. The amendment came just three months after a na-
tional address by the nation's President James Michel, saying that his 
government would introduce a bill to abolish Section 151.  

https://www.out.com/news/2021/2/10/angola-just-decriminalized-same-sex-sexual-relationships
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-botswana-lgbt-idUSKCN1TC1EP
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-for-africas-lgbtq-community-theres-a-glimmer-of-new-hope-amid/
https://www.equaldex.com/region/lesotho
https://www.avert.org/professionals/hiv-around-world/sub-saharan-africa/lesotho
https://www.mondaq.com/human-rights/492870/amendment-of-section-151-in-seychelles-law-decriminalizes-homosexuality
https://www.mondaq.com/human-rights/492870/amendment-of-section-151-in-seychelles-law-decriminalizes-homosexuality
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